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As Mayor of Chattanooga, | feel one of the best and simplest antidotes is to get outside.
Here in our beloved city, we are blessed to be surrounded by such natural resources. We
truly are a city in a park and honored to have been nominated as the first “National Park
City” in America.

Outdoor Chattanooga, born in 2004, aimed to make outdoor recreation a defining
lifestyle, enhancing the region's resources and economy. Today, it serves as our
community's gateway to a rich natural landscape, connecting locals and visitors alike
through events, programs and partnerships.

Despite Chattanooga's outdoor acclaim, our city grapples with being among the top 10
most overweight cities in America. Research consistently highlights the health benefits
of outdoor activity, emphasizing the importance of nature in our lives, both physically
and mentally.

Reflecting on two decades of programming, our Outdoor Chattanooga division and its
partners have identified what works in our quest to shape Chattanooga into a happy,
healthy haven. Our inclusive approach stems from the community-led initiative that
made us One Chattanooga, welcoming everyone, including our guest to enjoy our
outdoors.

Outdoor Chattanooga pledges to "meet you at your front porch” to encourage outdoor
engagement. The next chapter is now. This strategic plan emphasizes our community
health, enhanced outdoor accessibility, stronger connections to nature, support for a
regional outdoor economy, and a foundation for long-term success.

True growth requires honest reflection. | invite you to join Outdoor Chattanooga's
commitment to building a healthier future, connecting all to the outdoor amenities our
city and region are blessed with and continuing to help build our regional economy. Your
participation is key to our shared endeavor of becoming a City In A Park and joining the
world as the first National Park City in America gaining worldwide attention.

Mayor Tim Kelly
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“The best and simplest

antidote is to get outside”
Mayor Tim Kelly
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